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THIS  IS  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE  OF  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 
THIS  PROJECT  IS  "AN  ORAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AUTHORITY." 
THE  PLACE  IS  NASHVILLE,  TENNESSEE.   THE  DATE  IS  AUGUST  7,  1970,  AND 
THE  INTERVIEW  IS  WITH  MR.  JENNINGS  PERRY,  WITH  CITIZENS  FOR  TVA .   THE 
INTERVIEW  IS  BY  DR.  CHARLES  W.  CRAWFORD,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MEMPHIS  STATE 
UNIVERSITY  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE,  AND  WAS  TRANSCRIBED  BY  BRENDA 
MEYER. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Mr.  Perry,  there  is  no  particular  form  we  need 

to  follow.   I  would  suggest,  if  you  like,  that  we 
start  out  with  a  summary  of  your  background  from  the  time  you  were  born,  through 
early  life,  education,  and  your  experience  before  you  came  to  Citizens  for 
TVA.   Then  we'll  get  on,  if  you're  willing  to,  into  some  questions  about  TVA. 
MR.  PERRY:  Well,  this  autobiographical  material  has  so  much 

little  detail  in  it  that  it  would  probably  take 
some  time;  however,  I  will  do  my  best.   I  was  born  in  Jackson,  Tennessee,  on 
the  3rd  of  September,  1900,  which  makes  me  a  senior  citizen  I  think.   I  at- 
tended Union  University  in  Jackson.   My  first  employment  was  with  the  Allen 
Nitrates  Corporation  at  the  time  Wilson  Dam  was  begun  in  World  War  I  on  the 
Tennessee  River  in  Muscle  Shoals,  from  whence  I  enlisted  in  the  army  for  a 
brief  spell  as  company  clerk  in  my  unit  in  World  War  I  without  getting  into 
the  imbroglio  overseas. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  When  did  you  return  from  military  service,  and 

what  did  you  do  then,  Mr.  Perry? 
MR.  PERRY:  Well,  after  my  discharge  from  the  army  I  did  a 

reportorial  three  months  with  the  Jackson  Sun,  but 
then  left  with  a  young  cousin  of  mine  and  we  went  into  the  merchant  marines. 
We  were  on  the  first  relief  ship  into  Hamburg  in  Germany  after  the  war.   We 
made  several  trips  in  the  Atlantic  that  year  to  Denmark  and  to  Norway, 
England,  and  Holland. 

I  returned  to  my  home  town  in  1919,  went  to  California  where  I  worked 
with  the  Pacific  Steamship  Company  and  the  Los  Angeles  office  of  the  Ford 
Motor  Company  and  with  the  Portland  Cement  Company  in  their  temporary  employ- 
ment.  Although  I  was  for  some  years  with  the  Pacific  Steamship  Company  in 
their  Los  Angeles  passenger  transport  office  and  traveled  with  them  up  to 
Victoria  and  Vancouver  on  several  occasions. 

Then  I  began  to  take  some  short  fiction  writing  courses  at  the  University 
of  California  extension  in  Los  Angeles.   I  studied  Spanish  and  various  other 
wells  of  information.   I  began  to  write  fiction--not  to  sell  fiction.   Mean- 
while, I  had  done  a  short  tour  of  reporting  for  the  Los  Angeles  Examiner . 

I  returned  to  the  East  coast  with  my  first  pieces  of  fiction  in  my 
portfolio  in  about  1922,  and  returned  to  Tennessee  and  was  again  for  a  short 
period  with  the  Jackson  Sun.   I  then  came  to  the  Nashville  Tennesseean  in 
Nashville  as  a  young  reporter  in  the  days  when  it  belonged  to  Colonel  Luke 
Lea.   But  1  went  from  there,  then,  to  the  Tampa  Tribune  in  Tampa,  Florida, 
a  city  in  which  I  had  lived  as  a  child,  and  from  Tampa  to  New  York,  where  I 
was  employed  by  the  New  York  World,  The  Brooklyn  Eagle,  Staten  Island  Events 
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for  a  period  of  a  year,  after  which  I  was  the  editor  of  the  Bulletin  of  the 
old  National  Electric  Light  Association  until  I  began  to  sell  fiction  to 
several  popular  magazines. 

I  returned  to  Tampa  during  the  Florida  boom  and  was  employed  by  the 
Tampa  Times  as  well  as  the  Tampa  Tribune  until  the  collapse  of  the  Florida 
boom,  when  I  got  ship  in  New  Orleans  and  went  to  France  in  1925  to  write  a 
novel,  which  I  did  in  the  year  of  '25  and  '26,  the  year  of  the  great  American 
invasion  of  Paris,  sometimes  called  the  Lost  Generation.   I  completed  the 
novel  in  the  fall  of  1925  and  returned  to  New  York.   The  novel  was  published 
by  Simon  and  Schuster.   The  title  is  The  Windy  Hill.   I  returned  again,  briefly, 
to  Tampa  and  the  newspapers  there,  and  went  back  to  France  where  I  wrote 
magazine  fiction  and  a  second  novel,  which  I  still  have,  incidentally  since 
I  never  finished  it.   During  this  period  we  did  a  good  deal  of  traveling  in 
Germany,  France,  Italy,  Spain,  and  in  North  Africa.   In  the  winter  of  1927 
several  of  us,  having  escaped  to  Algiers  from  the  northern  winter,  mounted 
our  bicycles  and  rode  across  the  Sahara  Desert,  or  at  least  the  northern 
part  of  the  Sahara  Desert,  for  about  2200  miles  into  the  desert,  in  the 
Mostaganem  and  back  to  Gesta  and  back  to  the  coast.   I  returned  to  France  and 
for  several  winters  I  lived  in  Aix-en-Provence  until  about  1931,  when  I 
returned  to  the  United  States,  my  father  having  died  and  my  kid  brother 
having  died.   And  I  came  back  to  the  farm  which  had  been  my  father's  farm 
at  Jackson  in  West  Tennessee  and  tried  to  keep  the  hands  and  the  stock  fed 

through  the  depression. 

In  1932  I  came  to  Nashville  to  help  with  the  publicity  of  the  Democratic 

State  Committee,  then  the  campaign  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt.   And  after  the 
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election  of  Roosevelt  I  returned  to  the  Nashville  Tennesseean  as  an  editorial 
writer  for  the  evening  Tennesseean.   For  the  next  thirteen  to  fourteen  years 
I  wrote  editorial  for  the  Nashville  Tennesseean,  during  which  time  the  news- 
paper engaged  in  several  what  they  call  crusades,  I  think.   One  was  for  the 
abolition  of  the  poll  tax.   I  became  national  chairman  of  a  committee  formed 
for  the  enactment  of  federal  legislation  to  remove  the  poll  tax.   During  this 
period  I  was  greatly  interested  in  and  closely  followed,  as  did  the  newspaper, 
the  creation  and  development  of  the  TVA.   It  has  been  a  source  of  fascinating 
concern  to  me  since  the  TVA  was  formed.   I  had  feared  that  at  some  period 
the  TVA,  instead  of  being  a  fervid  public  service  organization,  might  become 
an  ordinary  governmental  bureaucracy. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Mr.  Perry,  when  did  you  start  your  association 

with  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  and  what 
brought  you  to 
MR.  PERRY:  I  beg  your  pardon--not  with  the  Tennessee  Valley 

Authority.   This  is  a  citizens  group  organized  to 
support  and  defend  the  TVA  but  it  has  no  connection  whatever  with  TVA  except 
to  be  for  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes  sir,  but  it  has  given  invaluable  service  over 

quite  a  period  of  time  to  TVA. 
MR.  PERRY:  Thank  you.   It  was  formed  (and  I  wasn't  here  when 

it  was  formed.   I  was  writing  for  a  New  York 
newspaper--a  columnist  for  PM  in  New  York)  but  the  organization  was  formed 
about  the  time  of  the  Dixon-Yates,  I  would  call,  "deal"  to  uphold  TVA's 
hands  and  to  give  an  agency  for  the  expression  of  the  feeling  in  this  Valley 
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against  the  penetration  of  the  TVA  area  by  the  outside  power  interests, 
which  was  contemplated  in  the  Dixon-Yates  proposal.   A  group  of  people  in 
this  Valley,  some  of  whose  names  escape  me,  but  I'll  name  a  few  because  you 
might  want  to  talk  to  them. 

One  would  be  Nat  Caldwell,  a  reporter  for  the  Nashville  Tennesseean; 
Herbert  Bingham,  who  is  Executive  Secretary  now  of  the  Tennessee  Municipal 
League;  Barret  Shelton,  publisher  of  the  Decatur  Daily  in  Decatur,  Alabama; 
States  Rights  Finley,  who  was  for  many  years  the  General  Manager  of  the 
Chattanooga  power  system;  with  leaders  of  labor  groups  —  several  of  them-- 
including  Matt  Lynch  who  was  president  of  the  Tennessee  Federation  of  Labor. 
The  organization  was  formed  as  a  non-profit,  public  service  organization. 
It  had  several  secretaries.   An  effort  was  made,  and  was  largely  successful, 
to  enlist  the  participation  and  membership  of  the  people  of  the  Valley  itself. 
At  one  time  there  was  an  active  membership  roster  of  some  42,000  Valley  resi- 
dents.  The  organization  then  interposed  with  petitions  to  Congress  and  by 
other  means  in  opposition  to  the  Dixon-Yates  proposals  and  generally  in  up- 
holding the  TVA  program.   Well,  at  that  time  TVA ' s  budget  was  dependent 
entirely  on  congressional  appropriations  and  the  organization  would  attempt 
to  procure  adequate  appropriations  for  the  TVA  construction  program. 

I  came  with  this  organization  some  twelve  years  ago  at  the  time  they 
needed  a  new  Executive  Director. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  About  1958,  sir? 

MR.  PERRY:  If  you  can  hold  that  machine  a  moment  I  can  pro- 

bably get  that  date  for  you--in  1957.   I  succeeded 
Joe  Marshall,  a  writer,  who  had  been  the  Executive  Director  and  had  returned 
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to  his  writing.   At  the  same  time  there  was  a  reorganization  of  the  organi- 
zation.  Instead  of  attempting  to  base  the  organization  on  individual  mem- 
berships of  individual  citizens  it  was  decided  to  seek  the  sponsorship  of 
regional  and  state-wide  organizations  in  this  TVA  area  which  had  a  common 
interest  and  concern  in  the  success  of  the  TVA  program. 

After  I  came  here  we  solicited  the  membership  of  these  groups  whose 
names  are  on  our  letterhead  now--the  Municipal  Leagues  of  Tennessee  and 
Alabama,  the  REA  state  groups  in  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Kentucky 
and  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  the  state  labor  organizations  in  several  of 
these  states.   The  president  of  the  organization  at  that  time  and  for 
several  succeeding  years  was  Major  Leonard  Beard  of  Sheffield,  Alabama  who 
served  in  this  capacity  until  he  was  appointed  to  the  industrial  recruit- 
ment program  of  the  state  of  Alabama.   The  second  president  since  I  have 
been  here  is  Mr.  Louis  Eckl,  who  is  editor  of  the  Florence  Times  in  Florence, 
Alabama.   There  is  a  Board  of  Directors  consisting  of  the  appointees  named 
by  the  several  supporting  organizations,  and  under  the  constitution  of  the 
organization,  the  general  policies  are  fixed  by  this  Board  and  put  into 
effect  by  an  executive  group,  including  the  Executive  Director.   Apart  from 
interposing  corrective  information  in  many  of  the  publications  which  had 
attacked  or  critically  examined  TVA  in  this  period,  the  major  efforts  of 
the  organization  have  been  in  the  enactment  of  self -financing  provisions  of 
the  TVA  act--the  amendment  to  the  Act--to  provide  that  TVA ' s  power  operations 
should  be  financed  entirely  by  the  earnings  of  TVA  and  by  borrowings  in  the 
open  market.   During  the  congressional  campaign  for  the  enactment  of  self- 
financing  legislation,  Citizens  for  TVA  procured  the  support  of  a  large  part 


of  the  press  of  the  Tennessee  Valley,  many  newspapers  joining  in  a  statement 
addressed  to  other  parts  of  the  nation  on  behalf  of  the  newspaper  spokesmen 
of  the  people  of  the  Valley.   They  placed  this  copy  in  the  New  York  Times 
and  the  Washington  Post  prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  self-financing  legisla- 
tion, and  in  our  opinion  it  was  very  effective  as  an  expression  of  the  sup- 
port of  the  TVA  by  the  people  most  concerned — the  people  in  the  Tennessee 
Valley. 

The  organization  is  non-political,  had  no  party  affiliation,  and  has 
taken  no  part  in  party  and  political  campaigns.   When  was  it  when  Goldwater 
ran  for  President? 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  '64. 

MR.  PERRY:  In  1964  Barry  Goldwater,  as  a  candidate  for  the 

presidency,  stated  his  belief  flatly  that  the 
TVA  should  be  sold  to  private  interests.   And  since  this  was  a  matter 
directly  affecting  the  Valley  and  the  TVA,  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Citizens  of  TVA  decided  that  the  organization  should  interpose  its  efforts  to 
combat  not  the  Goldwater  candidacy,  but  the  Goldwater  proposal  that  TVA 
should  be  sold.   We  developed  as  a  most  effective  means  of  expression  open 
to  us  an  automobile  bumper  sticker  which  happened  to  have  an  expression 
that  could  be  used  by  individual  citizens  throughout  the  Valley,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  they  were  used  widely  throughout  the  country  by  opponents 
of  the  Goldwater  candidacy,  not  only  in  this  region  but  in  as  far  away  places 
as  New  York  and  Michigan.   And  I  think  a  few  were  with  the  American  army  occu- 
pation in  Germany,  and  I  remember  one  was  at  the  South  Pole.   The  bumper 
sticker  really  repeated  the  Goldwater  "sell  TVA  demand"  and  replied  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  Tennessee  Valley  that  we  would  rather  sell  Arizona. 
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As  a  result  the  anti-Goldwater  vote  in  Tennessee  was  effective.   What  impact 
it  may  have  had  on  the  national  attitude  toward  Goldwater  is  something  else 
again. 

We've  taken  no  part  in  any  other  political  campaign  since  that  time.   We 
have  not  maintained  a  lobby  in  Washington,  though  for  periods  during  the  enact- 
ment of  bills  affecting  TVA,  the  director  of  the  organization  and  the  president 
andsome  other  of  the  officers  have  gone  up  to  Washington  to  talk  to  the  congress- 
men, senators  on  that  score. 

The  organization,  at  least  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  has  been  careful  not 
to  be  an  alarmist.   We  have  not  tried  to  go  around  and  cry  "wolf,  wolf"  at 
every  possible  threat — that  might  be  considered  a  threat — to  the  TVA  program. 
As  TVA  has  become  more  firmly  established,  the  attacks  in  the  courts  and  in 
the  press  have  diminished  greatly,  particularly  since  the  enactment  of  the  self- 
financing  legislation  which  defined  the  borders  of  the  area  in  which  TVA  power 
service  will  be  available.   However  wise  or  prudent  this  legislation  may  be  in 
general,  it  has  quieted  the  fears  of  private  utilities  on  the  borders  of  TVA 
that  the  expansion  of  the  TVA  service  area  might  endanger  their  own  service 
areas. 

At  the  moment  our  present  concern  has  been  focused  on  statements  by 
President  Nixon  indicating  that  the  uranium  enrichment  facilities  at  Oak  Ridge 
and  Paducah — the  government's  nuclear  plants — should  be  prepared  for  sale  to 
private  interests.   Although  no  campaign  has  been  mounted  since  these  proposals 
are  still  vague  and  are  not  pressing  the  organization  has  prepared  itself  to 
use  what  influence  and  persuasion  it  can  against  the  possible  removal  of  the 
uranium  enrichment  facilities  from  the  public  domain.   TVA  is  now  building  the 
greatest  nuclear  power  plant  in  the  world  and  has  actually  begun  a  second  plant 
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at  Chattanooga.  Eventually  nuclear  power  should  be — may  be — one  of  the  good 
factors  in  maintaining  the  power  cost  rates  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  area. 

At  the  instant  moment,  now  the  direction  of  the  concern  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  to  the  possible  threat  to  the  TVA  power  supply  from  the  possible 
monopolization  of  thermal  fuel  supplies  on  which  the  TVA  power  system  largely 
relies.   This  possibility  rises  from  the  increasing  investment  of  the  petro- 
leum— the  oil  companies — in  areas  which  hold  the  coal  reserves  of  the  fields 
from  which  TVA  is  supplied. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Mr.  Perry,  in  working  with  Citizens  for  TVA  I  believe 

the  organization  is  concentrating  on  a  few  specific 
problems.   Could  you  outline  what  they  are?   I  think  it's  rather  clear  from 
what  you  said,  but  to  be  sure  we  haven't  left  any  out. 
MR.  PERRY:  Mainly  it  had  to  do  with  legislation  affecting  TVA 

or  with  the  financing  of  TVA  because  until  self- 
financing  provisions  of  the  act — the  amendments  to  the  act  in  1959 — it  was 
necessary  at  least  every  two  years  or  every  year  for  TVA  to  go  back  to  Congress 
with  an  appeal  for  appropriations  for  construction.   So  our  effort  was  working 
with  presenting  the  TVA  case  for  the  appropriations  to  the  legislators.   Not 
specifically,  but  generally,  we  have  tried  to  answer  with  facts  as  much  of 
the  outside  criticism  of  TVA  as  has  been  published. 

Incidentally,  as  I  think  I  mentioned  to  you  earlier,  this  outside  criticism 
and  national  magazine  ad  criticism  of  TVA  has  vastly  abated,  and  there  hasn't 
been  anything  to  refute.   The  efforts  of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  for  example,  which 
for  years  kept  a  task  force  in  the  Valley  trying  to  find  some  disadvantageous 
happening  that  would  embarrass  TVA.   I  don't  know  whether  you  recall  it  or  not 
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but  at  one  time  they  had  a  story  in  the  Tribune  about  TVA  having  purchased 

a  jackass  for  five  thousand  dollars  and  they  were  going  to  beat  this  socialis- 
tic organization  into  the  ground  with  this  sort  of  waste  of  money.   And  it 
turned  out  that  TVA  had  indeed  in  its  agricultural  promotion  program  acquired 
a  fine  jackass  for  breeding  purposes  for  seven  thousand  dollars  or  something 
like  that,  but  they  sold  it  for  seventeen  thousand  dollars.   (Laughter)   They 
killed  that  story,  and  we  heard  no  more  of  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Where  did  you  acquire  the  information  to  refute 

these  charges?   Did  you  do  your  own  research? 
MR.  PERRY:  To  the  extent  that  it  was  possible.   Part  of  the 

research  is  to  go  to  the  people  involved.   As  I 
say,  one  of  the  reasons  for  this  organization  was  that  it  could  assert  the 
viewpoint  of  the  Valley  in  areas  where  the  TVA  itself,  as  a  government 
corporation,  can't  enter.   TVA  has  never  been  able  to  buy  space  in  magazines 
comparable  to  the  space  that  was  bought  in  opposition  to  it.   It  had  no  justi- 
fication for  answering.   I  think  the  TVA  Baord  now,  particularly  since  Frank 
Smith  came  to  the  Board,  has  been  willing  to  step  in  and  challenge  erroneous 
statements  or  presentations  against  TVA  more  than  in  the  earlier  days.   Since 
there  is  no  congressional  committee  sitting  on  the  purse  strings  of  Citizens 
For  TVA,  we  could  always  say,  if  the  figures  of  the  answer — the  truth — had  to 
be  acquired  from  TVA  or  from  some  other  source,  this  organization  could  publi- 
cize it.   We  did,  and  do,  buy  statements  to  the  press  of  the  region  and  to  a 
good  deal  of  the  press  outside  of  the  region.   When  a  particular  misinterpre- 
tation or  some  misstatement  of  facts  comes  up,  then  by  broadside  corrective 
sheets  from  this  office  we  can  call  attention  to  the  error  and  ask  for  correction. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  mail  that  to  newspapers? 

MR.  PERRY:  To  the  newspapers,  the  other  news  media — radio  and 

television  people. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Have  you  found  them  generally  cooperative  in  accepting 

these  corrections? 
MR.  PERRY:  Yes.   And  we  don't  try  to  burden  them  with  facts 

which  TVA' s  own  information  sheets  currently  report 
to  them  in  their  monthly  (or)  weekly  newsletter  releases. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Where  have  you  found  most  criticism  of  TVA? 

MR.  PERRY:  Outside  the  Tennessee  Valley.   I  was  in  New  York  in 

a  restaurant  during  World  War  II  with  a  group  of 
newspapermen,  and  there  was  a  gentleman  in  an  army  major's  uniform  who  had 
had  a  drink  or  two.   He  came  over  to  the  table  and  he  said,  "I  hear  you  are 
talking  about  TVA.   I'm  from  New  Hampshire  and  up  in  New  Hampshire  we  prefer 
to  use  oil  lights  instead  of  electric  lights  and  drink  good  whiskey,  and  we  wish 
that  no  one  would  bother  us  with  suggesting  that  TVA  power  would  be  beneficial 
to  our  region."  And  so  I  told  him,  "Sir,  the  truth  is  that  TVA  power  is  so 
much  cheaper  than  the  power  you  are  getting  now  that  if  you  used  it,  if  there 
were  any  means  of  getting  it  to  New  Hampshire,  your  lighting  bill  would  be  so 
much  cheaper  than  your  present  coal/oil  lamps  that  you  could  buy  that  much 
more  liquor  than  you  now  get."   And  for  some  reason  he  got  utterly  indignant 
and  stomped  away  from  the  table;  but  this  was  a  man  whose  concept  of  TVA  had 
been  derived  from  his  local  press  or  from  the  national  publications  which 
had  been  filled  with  anti-TVA  broadsides,  and  was  for  a  long  period.   As  I 
say,  that  has  now...  Well,  certain  papers  like  the  Chicago  Tribune,  found 
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TVA  a  red  flag  and  crusaded  against  it — the  whole  concept — for  many  years; 

but  whether  the  editorial  opinion  has  changed  or  not,  their  editorial  expres- 
sion had  modified  tremendously  since  then.   I  think  that  this  is  partly  due 
to  the  acknowledgement  of  visible  success  of  TVA  in  carrying  out  its  natural 
resources  development  program  in  this  Valley. 

It  has  become,  for  instance,  a  showplace  for  the  nation  for  visiting 
dignitaries  who  come  to  this  country  and  by  their  own  request  or  by  the  state 
department's  initiative,  they  are  sent  down  to  see  what  is  being  done  in  the 
Tennessee  Valley.   Unfortunately  the  emulation  of  the  TVA  program  which  was 
part  of  its  initial  purpose  ...  I  don't  know  whether  you  remember  or  not,  but 
I  believe  Roosevelt  said  in  one  of  his  messages  that,  "We  are  going  to  try 
this  great  experiment  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  and  if  it  works  here — resources, 
conservation — then  we  can  use  it  as  a  model  in  other  areas."  Actually  it 
has  been  used  as  a  model  in  other  countries  instead  of  other  areas — instead 
of  in  our  own. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Why  do  you  believe  it  has  not  been  used  in  other 

parts  of  the  United  States? 
MR.  PERRY:  Partly  because  of  the  campaign  of  misrepresentation 

mounted  against  TVA  by  the  utilities  and  the  organi- 
zations paying  the  utilities  of  the  nation  to  which  there  was  no  response 
because  it  couldn't  be  reached — because  no  one  else  could  afford  to  buy  page 
ads  in  Colliers  and  The  Saturday  Evening  Post  and  in  other  national  magazines, 
and  partly  because  the  Tennessee  Valley  itself  was  a  naturally  undeveloped 
area. 

For  example,  the  Ohio  River  might  also  be  controlled  in  the  same  manner 
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that  the  Tennessee  River  has  been  controlled,  except  that  you've  got  so 
much  industry  already  built  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  that  it  would  be  an  impos- 
sible cost  to  replace  these  industries  in  some  other  place — it  wouldn't  be 
flooded.   The  growth  of  industry  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  has  been  along  the 
shores  of  the  lakes,  not  on  the  shores  of  the  river.   As  a  relatively,  indus- 
trially undeveloped  area  you  could  start  from  the  beginning. 

In  other  areas  there  are  other  answers.   In  the  Missouri  River  there  has 
been  an  effort  for  years,  as  you  know,  to  create  a  Missouri  Valley  Authority. 
You  had  the  opposition  here  of  the  Army  Engineers  and  of  the  Reclamation 
Bureau,  both  of  which  had  plans  of  their  own  for  the  river  development.   I 
don't  know.   This  is  something  that  would  have  to  resort  from  a  popular  demand 
in  other  areas.   There  is  certainly  no  effort  or  instinct  on  the  part  of  either 
the  TVA  or  the  people  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  to  insist  that  there  should  be 
copies  of  the  TVA.   We  have  a  feeling  here  that  other  areas  are  rather  backward 
in  not  insisting  that  their  own  river  basins  be  developed  on  the  TVA  model 
which  has  proved  so  successful. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  suppose  the  idea  of  wild  rivers — rivers  uncon- 

trolled by  dams,  in  a  natural  state — will  have  any 
influence  on  checking  any  tendency  to  build  new  dams? 
MR.  PERRY:  This  sportsman's  or  naturalist's  opposition  to  the 

control  of  rivers  by  dams  as  has  been  done  in  the 
Tennessee  Valley  is  extremely  vocal.   I  doubt  that  it  has  as  much  effect  as 
it  has  noise.   As  you  know,  in  the  local  instance  here  on  which  Justice 
Douglas,  I  think,  put  the  unfortunate  finger  was  the  opposition  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Tellico  River— Tellico  Dam—The  Little  Tennessee  River  by  the  TVA 
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which  is  now  authorized. 

I'm  a  fisherman  myself.   I  love  it.   I  love  to  catch  trout,  but  I  remember 
the  days  in  this  area  when  you  had  to  go  two  hundred  miles  to  find  a  place  to 
fish.   The  Little  Tennessee  River  trout  fishing,  which  is  claiming  to  be  one 
reason  why  the  dam  in  control  of  the  river  should  not  be  established,  results 
from  the  planting  of  fish  in  the  river  every  spring  by  the  State  Department 
of  Conservation  which  are  caught  out  by  relatively  few  fishermen  who  happen 
to  love  this  particular  form  of  fishing.   When  the  lakes  are  built  the  recrea- 
tional value  of  the  river — of  the  stream — in  the  recreation  of  fishing  is  mul- 
tiplied by  thousands  of  times  over  that  which  any  natural  flowing  river  could 
possibly  have.   There  are  simply  more  available;  there  are  simply  more  fish. 
And  I  know  a  trout  fisherman  is  a  select  type  of  fisherman.   Not  many  are. 
Herbert  Hoover  was  a  good  fly  fisherman,  for  example.   But  compared  to  the 
number  of  fishermen  who  actually  go  on  the  waters  after  fish,  they  are  as  one 
to  ten  thousand. 

Well,  everybody  loves  the  natural  beauty.   Whether  an  uncontrolled  river 
is  more  beautiful  than  a  lake  that  has  been  placed  on  this  river,  is  a  ques- 
tion of  aesthetics.   The  Buffalo  River  here,  for  example,  which  is  a  tributary 
of  the  Tennessee,  is  a  lovely,  natural,  clear  stream.   It  has  always  been  raided 
by  poachers  in  season  and  out  of  season.   Nevertheless,  the  river  is  too  small 
to  affect  the  flood  control  on  the  larger  stream.   It's  not  a  power  producing 
river  and  to  make  a  park  or  to  maintain  it  as  we  maintain  old  covered  bridges 
or  we  keep  overshot  water  wheels  because  it's  always  been  there  can  be  well 
justified.   This  is  a  question  that  doesn't  affect  TVA  too  much  since  most  of 
the  major  streams  that  influence  the  Tennessee  River  have  already  been  controlled. 
The  only  major  dam  site  that  I  can  think  of  would  be  on  the  French  Broad  River, 
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but  this  also  is  a  valley  which  is  highly  developed  residentially,  commer- 
cially, and  with  cities;  and  the  law  of  diminishing  terms  would  apply  to  any 
effort  to  control  that  one  branch  of  the  Tennessee. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  Citizens  For  TVA  purchase  advertising? 

MR.  PERRY:  We  purchased  advertising  in  the  self-financing  bill 

fight  in  ...  I  think,  if  I  remember,  I  mentioned  the 
Washington  Post,  and  the  New  York  Times.   We  purchased  them  and  placed  the 
advertising,  but  they  actually  were  paid  for  by  the  newspapers.   We  organized 
the  newspapers  into  making  the  statement  and  each  newspaper  took  a  proportion- 
ate part  of  the  cost. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  newspapers  of  the  Valley? 

MR.  PERRY:  The  newspapers  of  the  Valley,  yes.   As  I  remember  some 

fifty  or  sixty  newspapers,  all  of  whose  names  were 
used  in  these  ads,  whose  purpose  was  to  reflect — the  newspaper  is  supposed  to 
speak  for — the  people  of  its  circulation  area,  and  by  extension,  spoke  for 
the  whole  area  itself.   But  Citizens  For  TVA  has  never  had  the  funds  to  buy 
page  ads  in  The  Saturday  Evening  Post  or  Life  or  Look,  or  in  the  Washington 
Post,  as  far  as  that  goes.   We  could  organize  the  ads  and  prepare  them  and 
then  enlist  the  support  of  the  newspapers  and  such.   No,  we  have  never  had 
funds  to  conduct  any  advertising  campaign. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  sort  of  relations  have  you  had  with  the  press 

in  the  Valley? 
MR.  PERRY:  Excellent.   Well,  in  the  first  place,  the  press  in 

this  Valley  is  pro-TVA  anyway.   Of  their  own  initia- 
tive they  are  going  to  support  TVA  programs  or  support  TVA  in  contests  that 
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may  arise  from  outside;  but  they  are  completely  cooperative  also  in  publici- 
zing information  from  this  organization  which  bears  on  TVA  problems  and  TVA 
projects. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  newspapers  have  given  you  the  most  assistance  in 

this? 
MR.  PERRY:  Well,  I  would  say  the  Nashville  Tennesseean,  which  has 

been  always,  in  my  time,  for  TVA,  the  Chattanooga 
Times,  the  Florence  Times,  the  Decatur  Daily,  the  Clarksville  Leaf  Chronicle. 
I  could  name  half  a  dozen  others.   The  newspapers  generally — the  Knoxville 
News  Sentinel,  the  Press-Scimitar,  The  Commercial  Appeal — and  I  know  of  no 
newspaper  in  this  Valley  which  has  been  in  opposition.   They  have  exercised 
their  own  right  and  been  critical  of  various  matters  affecting  TVA,  but  as 
with  political  candidates  in  this  Valley,  in  the  last  twenty  or  twenty-five 
years  there  have  been  no  anti-TVA  newspapers  and  no  anti-TVA  candidates. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  you  can  count  on  their  assistance,  generally, 

in  support  of  TVA,  can't  you? 
MR.  PERRY:  Yes,  in  both  their  news  columns  and  in  their  edi- 

torial columns. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  feel  you  can  count  on  their  support  for 

opposing  the  sale  of  nuclear  facilities  at  Oak  Ridge? 
MR.  PERRY:  I  believe  so,  not  necessarily  out  of  affection  for 

TVA  but  out  of  self-interest.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
don't  believe  the  press  of  the  nation  generally  would  support  the  proposal  that 
the  nuclear — the  uranium  enrichment — facilities  should  be  sold.   After  all, 
they  have  been  developed  by  seven  billion  dollars  of  public  money.   They  are, 
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MR.  PERRY: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  PERRY: 


unless  we  have  been  sadly  misinformed,  the  agents  of  the  fuel  of  the  future. 
If  we  hope  not  only  to  be  able  to  cope  with  the  demand  for  other  electric 
power,  for  example,  which  is  rising  very  fast  in  the  country,  but  that  we  hope 
to  be  able  to  keep  the  rates  for  this  power  within  reasonable  limits.   The 
great  hope  is  in  the  increasing  use  of  nuclear  energy  and  power  generation. 
After  all,  nuclear  energy  is  a  natural  resource  also. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes.   When  have  you  noticed  strongest  support  for 

TVA  in  the  Valley?   In  times  of  crisis? 

Yes. 

During  the  financial  matters  in  the  '50's,  the  '64  .. 

Yes,  times  of  crisis  or  in  reaction  to  proposals 

like  Goldwater's — that  the  whole  thing  be  sold. 
Ordinarily  TVA' s  not  in  a  perpetual  crisis  that  happens  to  be  now,  I  think, 
because  of  coal  shortage.   But  it  is  a  competent,  trusted  organization;  its 
program  is  advanced,  with  full  information  to  the  public  and  there  is  a  tre- 
mendous amount  of  trust  in  this  Valley  of  the  TVA  and  of  the  TVA  personnel 
and  organization.   There  is  no  constant  threat  to  TVA  but  when  a  threat,  as 
for  example  the  sale  of  the  facilities  at  Oak  Ridge,  arises  then  your  press 
in  this  Valley  will  be  heard  from.   As  I  said,  we  have  never  encouraged  the 
crying  of  "wolf,  wolf"  here  unless  there  was  a  wolf.   There's  no  point  in 
saying  that  you  are  continually  being  pushed  to  the  edge  of  the  brink  when 
you  are  not.   When  the  wolf  comes  the  alertness  will  be  there. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Citizens  For  TVA  is  occasionally  a  standby  organiza- 

tion then,  isn't  it? 
MR.  PERRY:  That's  right.   It's  a  minuteman  organization  which 
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keeps  its  powder  dry  and  keeps  its  information  up 

to  date  and  doesn't  try  to  start  waves  of  emotion  unless  there  is  a  threat  to 

TVA  specifically  which  justifies  it. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  know  whose  idea  the  formation  of  Citizens  For 

TVA  originally  was? 
MR.  PERRY:  I  named  you  the  group  of  people  who  were  present  at 

its  organization.   Now  if  there  was  any  individual 
who  first  made  the  suggestion,  I  can't  name  him.   I  can  name  the  group  that 
was  there  when  it  was  formed  but  it  was  a  natural  creation  under  the  circum- 
stances.  As  I  say,  TVA  is  a  government  corporation  and  can't  speak  for  itself, 
particularly  if  it  comes  to  a  propaganda  battle.   It  can't  go  into  a  national 
magazine  advertising  field  and  buy  pages  of  ads  to  answer  pages  of  ads  that 
had  been  put  in  by  the  private  power  sector.   It  was  an  effort  of  the  people 
to  protect  what  they  had.   Was  it  Benjamin  Franklin  who  told  Thomas  Jefferson 
after  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  that:   "Mr.  Jefferson, 
you  have  got  your  democracy  if  you  can  keep  it."? 

I  think  the  most  indicative  thing  of  the  public  attitude  in  this  Valley 
toward  the  TVA  is  the  simple  fact  that  in  twenty-five  years  no  candidate  for 
any  office,  national  or  local  in  this  area,  has  ever  run  on  a  platform  opposing 
TVA  and  all  have  been  on  a  platform  for  TVA.   Now  this  perhaps  could  be  inter- 
preted as  resulting  from  the  satisfaction  of  a  subsidized  people.   But  I  think 
it's  pretty  well  understood  in  this  Valley  now  as  it  probably  is  nationally — 
certainly  since  the  passage  of  the  self-financing  act — that  the  TVA  power  system 
is  a  self-supporting  agency,  and  it  isn't  subsidized  by  anybody  but  is  paid  for 
by  the  power  consumers  themselves.   I  think  that  is  pretty  generally  realized  in 
the  Valley  now  as  well  as,  I  hope,  it  is  nationally. 


x^rr^ 


*— *y*M> 


-'=•»«.,■» 


^^H 


;..;— 


■1 


M 


M 


v,i 


^H 


■N 


H  •,   H         ■ 


■ 


ir^ 


^^^■1 


V.  -4.1 


HH 


■ 


■*-•«.■ 


i»vx I 


<x*i. 


znru 


